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CONVERTED ATHOLIC 





ELIEVERS in Christ are 
greatly privileged as citizens 

of the 
Apostle 


heavenly kingdom. The 


Peter, addressing “the 


strangers” scattered throughout 
many countries, who have accepted 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour, 
tells them that they are elect ac- 
cording to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, who hath begot- 
ten them again by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead; and 
that their inheritance, incorruptible 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, was reserved in heaven for 
them. All believers are begotten 
of God—the new birth—and are 
kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation. They should 
rejoice in this, though now for a 
season they may be in heaviness 
through manifold temptations. But 
these are a trial of faith. 

As if foreseeing that men would 
teach salvation by ceremonial rites 
and sacramental manipulations the 
Apostle tells these “strangers” and 
all other believers that they were 
not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot. They were born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
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corruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth, abideth and endureth 
forever. “And this is ‘the word 
which by the Gospel is preached 
unto you.” 

All Christians believe what the 
Apostle Peter says—it is the word 
and promise of God made known 
unto men by divine reveiation—and 
they are confident that by the mer- 
its of Christ and their acceptance 
of His atonement they are enrolled 
among the elect, whom the Apostle 
designates a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
purchased people, that they should 
show forth the praises of Him who 
-hath brought them out of darkness 
into His marvelous light. 

Christians do not glory in these 
promises of God. Rather do they 
humble themselves under His 
mighty hand that Fle may exalt 
them in due time when they shall 
see the Saviour face to face. They 
learn to cast their care upon Him, 
believing that He careth for them. 

If Roman Catholics would read 
and study Peter's Epistles they 
would have the same experience, 
the same assurance, the same joy 
of salvation that other Christians 
have. But though they are taught 
that Peter was the first Pope, an 
assertion at variance with the 
truth, they do not know what he 
said on the subject of religion. If 
they read the Bible they would 
come out of Rome. 
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A New Italian Church. 

April 29, 1906, was a memorable 
day for the Italians of Montclair, 
N. J., when the dedication serv- 
ices of the “First Italian Presby- 
terian Church” in that town were 
held. The church is not a large 
one, but, as may be perceived by 
the picture, it is very pretty, and 
the Italians of Montclair are very 
proud of it. 


ed Italian priest who is well known 
to the readers of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, took a prominent part. 
In the morning he spoke in Grace 
Church to an American audience, 
and described the awful religious 
condition of the Italian people 
while they are under the rule of 
Church. In _ forcible 
language he referred to their igno- 
rance of Christianity and their lack 


the Roman 


Italian Presbyterian Church, Montclair. N. J. 


The erection of this neat house 
of worship is the work of the Ital- 
ian Presbyterian Mission Board of 
Montclair, which is composed of 
the local pastors and of Christian 
business men. 

At the services, the 
Rev. Joseph Giardina, the convert- 


dedication 


of the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
and the Word of God. He appealed 
to the congregation for co-operation 
in the enlightenment and salvation 
of the Italians as “the strangers 
within their gates.” 

That appeal prepared the way 


for the dedication of the church, 












which took place in the afternoon. 
At this service Mr. Giardina spoke 
in his native tongue to his country- 
men, not only those whose residence 
is in Montclair, but also those who 
had come from neighboring towns. 
He told them how happy they 
should be for having a temple of 
their own in which they can hence- 
forth be true worshipers of God, 
worshiping Him in_ spirit and 
truth. 

The Italian church was filled at 
this service, which was participated 
in by the Rev. B. J. Coltorti, a zeal- 
ous Italian missionary who com- 
menced the work in Montclair and 
is now the pastor of a church in 
Newark, N. J. Mr. F. Tomic, a 
student at the Bloomfield Semi- 
nary, also took part in the dedica- 
tion. Mr. Giardina related the 
story of his conversion in the First 
Presbyterian Church in the even- 
ing. 

The Italians of Montclair are 
largely indebted to the zealous ef- 
forts of Messrs. John Campbell and 
Murdoch Howell for the erection 
of their church. 





Christ’s Mission Moved. 


LAST SERVICE IN OLD BUILDING. 
As previously announced, the en- 
croachment of business on West 
(wenty-first street made the sale 
f the Christ’s Mission a necessity. 
\ good price was realized for it. 
‘his will go far toward the estab- 
shment of a new Christ’s Mission 
a more central locality. For the 


present a house has been rented at 


38 West Ninety-seventh street for 
\lission purposes and offices, where 


the work will be carried on, while 
the preaching services will be held 
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in Masonic Temple, which was 
previously used for the services for 
ten years, from 1881 to 1891. 

On Sunday, April 22, the last 
service was held in the chapel of 
the building which was owned by 
Christ's Mission and occupied by it 
for fifteen years. 

The Rev. James A. O'Connor 
conducted the meeting and the Rev. 
David James Burrell, D.D., Min- 
ister of the Marble Collegiate 
Church, Fifth avenue and Twenty- 
ninth street, one of the trustees of 
the Mission, who had delivered an 
address in that chapel when it was 
first opened in 1891, was the prin- 
cipal speaker. The Rev. John Cur- 
rie, the Scotch Evangelist, of Mon- 
treal, whom Pastor O'Connor had 
met at the Moody Bible Confer- 
ence during his first visit to North- 
field in 1881, gave an interesting 
testimony, and expressed his hope 
and faith for great things in the 
future for Christ’s Mission. 

The Rev. A. 


for six years been a successful mis- 


Lambert, who has 


sionary in Porto Rico (where he 
has built one church and made con- 
siderable progress in the erection 
of another) sounded a_ note of 
warning to the people of the United 
States—and- especially to these of 
New York if they did not prompt- 
ly take measures for the evangeli- 
zation of the hordes of ignorant 
priest-ridden Roman Catholics that 
poured into the country through 
Ellis Island every week. 

The Rev. Joseph Giardina, Mr. 
Ira W. Marshall (whose skill at 
the organ is so gratefully appreciat- 
ed by all), Mr. T. C. Marshall and 
other friends of Christ’s Mission, 
old and new, with a characteristic 
quota of Roman Catholics, were 
there to testify to their interest in 
the work and their ardent hopes 
for its success in the future. 
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The Moody Schools. 


Next month the Twenty-fifth An- 
niversary of Mount Hermon School, 
founded by D. L. Moody, will be 
commemorated at Mount 
and Northfield, Mass. It was our 
privilege to be at the Conference 
for Bible Study at Northfield in 
r881, when 


Hermon 


Mr. Moody expressed 
his desire to have a school for boys 


similar to the seminary for girls, 
which had been established the pre- 
vious Both 


splendid 


year. 


grown to 


have 
proportions— 
fully one thousand students being 
enrolled this year. 

Mount 
young men, is 
Northfield, 
river. 


schools 


the school for 


four 


Hermon, 
miles from 
Connecticut 
the 
converted 


the 


acToss 
From the opening of 


school have 


we 
Catholics 


sent 


there every year, many 
of them priests, of various nation- 
alities—Americans, 


ish, 


Italians, Span- 
Germans; and this month we 
send to Hermon an Italian priest, 
a man of marked ability, who came 
to Christ’s Mission in April directly 
Ro- 
He is a 
graduate, a Doctor of Letters, of a 
famous Catholic University. At 
Mount Hermon he will devote him- 
self to a thorough the 
Bible. 

The following letter was received 


from a professor's chair in a 
man Catholic seminary. 


study of 


from one of the voung men Christ's 
Mission Mount 
last year. Mr. Brady is a 
Yorker 
Christ’s ago. 
An interesting account of his con- 
version appeared in the January 
ConveRTED Catnoric. At the 
Moody school he is preparing for 
evangelistic work among his Catholic 
brethren. 


Hermon 
New 


converted in 


sent to 


who was 


Mission a few years 


LETTER FROM MR. BRADY. 
Mt. Hermon School, Mass., 


April 10, 1906. 
Rev. James A. O’Connor. 


Dear Friend: I was delighted on 
receiving your letter to learn that I 
might remain at Hermon for the 
summer term, as I am so anxious to 
continue my studies, in order to per- 
fect myself in those branches that 
will enable me to go forth with pow- 
er and preach the Gospel to my Cath- 
olic brethren. 

It is good to look into the future 
and hope for the time when our Cath- 
olic will Chris- 
tians in the truest sense of the word. 


fellowmen become 

There is every promise of it now. 
The breaking away of the Catholic 
people from the yoke of Rome all 
over the world gives us our oppor- 
tunity. 

If our Catholic brethren can only 
be persuaded that there is salvation 
for them outside the Roman Church, 
there is nothing that will keep them 
yoked to the bondage of Rome. 

If the Protestant Churches every- 
where would only adopt the mission 
work as a special feature, as you 
have done, in a few years the num- 
ber of conversions would astonish 
us. The interest in the work would 
warm up our hearts and give a new 
vigor to our religious life, and we 
would all of us be the better Chris- 
tians, for having won many victories 
for the cause of Christ. 

May we continue to advance 


through the help and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
May God bless all who are in union 
with Christ. 

Greet all the friends of Christ's 
Mission for me, and may the peace 
of God be with vou all. Amen. 

Patrick Brapy. 









ace 





Inviting Excommunication. 


A young man who attended the 
services in Christ’s Mission recently 
declared that he and all the members 
of his family had been Roman Cath- 
olics, and that now he desired for- 
mally to withdraw from the Roman 
Church and be excommunicated out 
of it. He wished to become a mem- 
ber of a Protestant Church and have 
his secession from the Roman 
Church formally acknowledged by 
the ecclesiastical authorities and duly 
recorded in the form of an excom- 
munication, in order that the Church 
of Rome should never claim him, liv- 
ing or dead, as a member. He was 
advised by Pastor O’Connor to write 
the following letter: 

Brooklyn, N. Y., April 9, 1906. 
Right Rev. Bishop McDonnell, 367 

Clermont Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: As I was baptized, con- 
firmed by you, and brought up in the 
Roman Catholic Church, and as I 
have now ceased to be a member of 
that Church, having outgrown its 
tenets and accepted the Protestant 
‘aith, I deem it proper to notify you 
that I am no longer under your ju- 
risdiction, and I hereby renounce all 
allegiance to the Church of Rome. 

In taking this step I do not re- 
nounce the Christian faith ; rather am 
I strengthened in my faith in God 
and in His Son Jesus Christ by free- 
ing myself from the yoke of Rome, as 
so many other American Catholics 
have done. 

My reasons for taking this step 
are many, but I need specify only the 
uselessness of confessing my sins to 
a priest, Though I was always hon- 
est and sincere in my confessions, I 
never had the consciousness that my 
sins were forgiven. I repented of 
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them, and performed the penances 
enjoined, but in a little while I found 
I was much the same as before. This 
surely could not be if I had confessed 
to God and believed His promise that 
“the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.” 


I am a young man, 
and had ho grievous sins to confess, 
but I wanted to avoid all evil and 
lead an upright life before God, as 
I tried to do before my fellow men. 
But the means to this end I found to 
be entirely inadequate in your 
Church. Therefore I withdrew from 
it, and go directly to Christ as my 
Saviour, like my Protestant friends. 
Respectfully yours, 
CHARLES J. Moussertrte. 

The young man registered the let- 
ter and sent it to Dr, McDonnell, the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Brooklyn. 
By the act of sending such a letter 
he is excommunicated ipso facto, and 
need have no more concern on that 
subject. 

Every year thousands of Roman 
Catholics in the United States be- 
come Protestant Christians like this 
young man, but not all of them are 
counseled to write such a letter of 
renunciation. 





Rome Perverting Scripture. 


As an illustration of how far Rome, 
when left to itself, can wander from 
the pure teaching, the following 
quoted by The Missionary Review of 
the World is worthy of especial no- 
tice: 

Two young English missionaries 
have leased an abandoned Jesuit 
monastery in Cuzco, Peru, some of 
whose walls were once part of an Inca 
temple. They photographed this in- 
scription that stood over the door: 
“Come unto Mary, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and she will give 
you rest.” 
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‘* Baroness] Attacks Rome.”’ 


With the above heading and this 
subhead, “Widow 
Zedtwitz, formerly 
Caldwell, Alleges Dual Theories,” 
the New York Herald, April 4, 
1906, published the following pre- 
liminary notice of an important 
work: 

When it was announced that the 
two Misses Caldwell, well-known 
society girls in Washington, D. C., 
and Louisville, Ky., had made mu- 


of Baron von 
Mary Elizabeth 


nificent gifts to the projected Cath- 
olic University in Washington, they 
international 


at once sprang into 


importance. 

This was in the spring of 1887. 
Miss Mary Gwendolen Caldwell, 
the elder sister, presented $300,000. 
Miss Mary Elizabeth, the younger, 
generally known as Miss Lena, pre- 
sented $50,000. 

Miss Marv Gwendolen 
the Marquis des 
ville, of Rome, 
separated. Miss 
married Baron von 
tary secretary to the 
tion in Washington, 
him. He left 
vears 


married 
Monstiers-Merin- 
from whom she is 
Mary Elizabeth 
Zedtwitz, mili- 
German Lega- 
where she met 
her a widow some 
ago. 

In the latter part of 1904 the re- 
ligious world was astonished to 
hear that the Marquise des Mon- 
stiers-Merinville had repudiated the 
Roman Catholic creed. It then 
learned that her sister had already 
given it up. The Marquise’s rea- 
sons were made public then. The 
Baroness breaks silence in a book 
entitled “The Double Doctrine of 
the Church of Rome,” which the 
Fleming H. Revell Company has in 
press for early issue. Advance 
sheets have been received by the 
Herald. 

This book is a vigorous attack 
upon what she considers the con- 
tradiction between the exoteric and 
the esoteric teachings of the Church. 
She explains this as a twofold set 
of doctrines, one for the uninitiated, 


or the sheep, the other for the ini- 
tiated, or the shepherds. 

To Pascal and the Jansenists she 
gives credit for having first exposed 
to the world the secret system 
which she asserts was fostered by 
the Jesuits, against whom Pascal 
specifically leveled his “Provincial 
Letters.” The Jesuits won in the 
Jansenist controversy and had their 
adversaries condemned as heretics. 
Hence, as the Jesuit doctrines have 
never been condemned as heretical, 
she asserts that they express the 
esoteric views of the Church as a 
whole. To the Jesuit influence she 
adds that of a great doctor of the 
Church, St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
whose work on “Moral Theology” 
is the standard ecclesiastical code 
of ethics. Liguori’s canonization as 
a saint she considers an indorse- 
ment of his maxim that equivoca- 
tion “is always lawful for a just 
cause.” 

She also attacks the “Doctrine of 
Probabilities.” A probable opinion, 
in theological phrase, is one which 
rests on reasons good and _ solid, 
but not so strong as to exclude all! 
doubt. A man who has done his 
best to arrive at a truth, but stil! 
falls short of certitude, is, accord 
ing to this doctrine, at liberty 
follow such line of conduct as ap 
pears to have the greatest proba 
bility of being right. 

As a result of this twofold doc 
trine she charges a double standar:| 
of conduct is secretly fostered 
Rome encourages saintliness among 
her humbler priests and her laymen. 
while she winks at corruptions in 
ecclesiastical administration and in 
Church politics, and even at im- 
morality among her clergy so long 
as it discreetly hides itself from 
public view. 

As the Herald has said, the title 
of the work is “The Double Doc- 
trine of the Church of Rome.” 

The Literary Digest of April 21 
had an extended notice also of this 
book, has since 


which been pub- 













lished. A review of the work will 


appear in the June CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 




















Meantime we most heartily com- 
mend this forcible and keen analy- 


of Roman Catholicism 
readers. 


We shall be pleased to send a 
copy of “The Double Doctrine of 
the Church of 
scribers ; 











sis 





to our 




















Rome” to our sub- 
price, thirty-five 
and postage five cents. 






cents, 













A Greek Priest. 


An esteemed friend sends us the 
following : 

Yonkers, N. Y., April 18, 1906. 
Rev. James A. O’Connor. 

My Dear Sir: A letter was re- 
cently sent to me by a friend of 
the writer and myself who lives in 












































































































































































. Athens, Greece. 
\, I thought you might like to pub- 
M lish a part of that letter and there- 
fore send it to you. 
5 5. G. Ee 
. EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM 
P ATHENS, GREECE. 
May I interest vou in a former 
Greek ecclesiastic, who is now evan- 
ir gelical. He is about 45 years old, 
a aud from boyhood had a great in- 
ot, clination toward the ascetic life, 
in hecoming a monk at the age of 14, 
in and was for years at Mt. Athos, un- 
im- der the direction of a hermit re- 
a nowned for his sanctity. But the 
perusal of the Lives of the Saints 
title and other books which the old her- 
Ra had, led him to seek for fur- 
ther religious enlightenment, and 
Tr thus the Bible came into his hands 
this ind awakened a desire in him for a 
i re active religious life. He 


refore became a priest and rose 
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rapidly to the rank of Archiman- 
drite, and as attached in that ca- 
pacity to the Patriarchate of Alex- 
andria. Here, however, he incurred 
the enmity of the Patriarch Pho- 
tius, by reproving him for his dis- 
solute habits, and was by the for- 
mer’s influence conveyed by force 
on board a ship which was to take 
him into exile. But at Port Said 
he managed to escape the vigilance 
of his guards and finally to reach 
Athens, where at first there was an 
attempt on the part of the Holy 
Synod to call him to account; but 
the Constitution of Greece afford- 
ing freedom of religious opinion to 
all, no further steps could be tak- 
en, and the ex-Archimandrite came 
to us and asked me for work by 
which he could earn his daily bread, 
as his story had so prejudiced the 
Orthodox Greek Church against 
him that all his attempts to find 
work had failed. He has been with 
us now for several months, but I 
have not yet succeeded in finding 
anything for him to do. I hope to 
be able to employ him as a Bible 
colporteur, for which he is well 
fitted by his knowledge of the 
Scriptures and earnest piety. 

The case of this man is by no 
means the only one there has been 
recently, indicating a _ spiritual 
the Orthodox 
Greek clergy, as you may be inter- 
ested to see from my 
to the Tract Society 
close. 


awakening among 


yearly report 
which I en- 
It is of course most encour- 
aging to me, in spite of its having 
brought me 


many additional re- 


sponsibilities, to feel that in this 


unlooked-for way God may be rais- 
ing up 


cause of Evangelism in Greece. 


workers to carry on the 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE PAPACY 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT CHRIST'S MISSION BY THE REV. JOSEPH 
GIARDINA, 


“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”"—Johr viii, 32. 


HE facts in any case are always 


the strongest arguments. In 
a previous discourse I showed how I 
was led to leave the Roman Catholic 
Church by looking at its fruits. The 
Roman Church liberty 
everywhere, and has so corrupted the 
religion of God as to have made the 
masses of her people superstitious 
and the most intelligent portion of 
them infidels. These are bad fruits, 
and the tree on which they gtow 
must be a bad tree. Giving up that 
system, therefore, I left bondage and 
darkness and entered into the liberty 
and light of the children of God. 

To-day I will take up the same 
subject on a broader view. I have 
already described the evolution of my 
soul: I will now try to describe the 
transition, not of an individual soul, 
but of the soul of a whole world, the 
passing of the soul of humanity from 
darkness into light. I shall avail my- 
self of the arguments of facts, the 
facts of history which cannot be de- 
nied ; the facts that constitute the ba- 
sis upon which the whole fabric of the 
Roman Church was built up; these, 
being of purely human origin, could 
not permanently sustain the super- 
structure, and became, in themselves, 
the causes of the Reformation. Our 
fathers looked at these facts, and 
these told them the truth; by the 
knowledge of their truth they were 
made free. 

We have now only to look dispas- 
sionately at these facts, as our fath- 
ers did, and we also shall know the 
truth, which shall make us free; be- 


destroys 


cause these facts will tell us what in 
the Roman Church is of divine orig- 
in, and what comes from human in- 
vention and corruption. 

I have previously directed atten- 
tion to the distinction to be noted be- 
tween Christianity, as found in the 
original Christian church at Rome, 
and the subsequent Church of Rome, 
or Romanism of later centuries and 
of to-day. I have said that Roman- 
ism crept serpent-like, by gradual 
stages, to the high places of power, 
and it went so far as to claim at first 
for the Pope the title of successor of 
Peter, then the primacy of honor, and 
after that the primacy of jurisdiction 
over all the Christian churches. From 
this position it went further as to 
claim that real Christianity could be 
found exclusively in itself, declaring 
that there could not possibly be any 
salvation outside it. Last of all it 
went so far as to promulgate the dog- 
ma of the papal infallibility, which 
bars the way to any discussion and 
imposes upon humanity whatever the 
Pope teaches—or may have taught— 
as doctrine revealed by God, 

Now, what does history teach us? 
Is the Roman Church of to-day the 
same Christian church as taught and 
practised in the beginning? We have 
very many doctrines and practices 
imposed by her upon humanity as 
necessary for salvation; were they all 
taught and believed as such from 
the very beginning of Christianity? 
He who says so utters what is un- 
true. No; many of these doctrines 
were manufactured, one after an- 















other, to deal with the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of places and times. 

If we go back to the fifth century, 
we find no trace whatever of the 
Pope, using the word in _ the 
sense in which it is understood to- 
day. Now, the word “Pope” means 
Bishop of Rome and Bishop of all the 
Bishops, the supreme head of all the 
churches. We find no authority for 
such a term before Saint Gregory I 
(elected A. D. 590). Until his elec- 
tion the popes were simply bishops 
of Rome, and never even claimed to 
be bishops of the whole church. 

The early church advanced with 
the years in numbers, influence and 
wealth. Rome remained the metrop- 
olis of the world. Rome had been the 
principal theater in which the church 
had suffered persecution, and was 
therefore the city consecrated by the 
blood of the greatest number of mar- 
tyrs. For these reasons the bishop 
of the metropolitan city became pre- 
eminent among his brethren; he was 
also Patriarch of Italy, and of all the 
Latin churches; and a certain pri- 
macy of honor among all the patri- 
archs was also conceded, even by the 
Eastern Church. But up to Saint 
Gregory I (including him) there was 
never acknowledged to the Pope. of 
Rome a universal episcopate, includ- 
ing an authority of jurisdiction over 
the Eastern or Greek Church; and 
what is more remarkable, such su- 
premacy was not only never claimed 
by him, but was even emphatically 
declined and denounced. When he 
announced his election to the four 
Patriarchs of Constantinople, Alex- 
andria, Antioch and Jerusalem, he 
regarded them as coordinate leaders 
of the church. It was in the year 595 
that this controversy began, when 
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against which Gregory I had so in- 
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John IV, the Faster, patriarch of 
Constantinople, repeatedly used the 
title of “ecumenical,” or “universal 
bishop.” Gregory I was provoked 
and irritated beyond measure by this 
assumption of his Eastern rival, and 
strained every nerve to procure a 
revocation of that title, without, how- 
ever, setting up any counter-claim 
to the title in behalf of Rome. For 
himself he distinctly disclaimed any 
such name, and called himself “the 
servant of the servants of the Lord.” 
When Eulogius addressed him as 
“Universal Pope,” he vigorously re- 
pudiated the title, saying: “I have 
said that neither to me nor to anyone 
else ought you to write anything of 
the kind; and lo, in your letter you 
apply to me, who prohibited it, the 
proud title of universal pope.” These 
are the words of the Pope Gregory I, 
who is a Roman Catholic “Saint,” 
and who is, I think, justly called 
Gregory the Great, because he ranks 
with the purest and the most useful 
of the popes. He had devoted all his 
energies to the interests of Chris- 
tianity and of the Roman See. Why 
should he so emphatically refuse the 
title of “universal bishop” if he be- 
lieved that the Roman see had any 
authority of jurisdiction over all oth- 
er churches?’ But while he declined 
and denounced the title and never as- 
serted the supremacy of the Roman 
See, which he understood to be 
groundless, by his great executive 
ability and untiring industry he ob- 
tained and wielded a mighty influence 
and gave the papacy a commanding 
position. His successors found a 
well-prepared ground. Boniface III 
(606), however, did not scruple to as- 
sume the title of “universal bishop” 
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dignantly protested as a blasphemy 
and an anti-Christian assumption. 
Every advance of, Christianity in 
the West and the North was an ad- 
vance of the Roman church. Augus- 
tine, Boniface and Ausgar were Ro- 
man missionaries and pioneers of the 
Papacy. As England was annexed 
to the Roman See under Gregory I, 
so France, the Netherlands, Germany 
and Scandinavia were annexed under 
The independence of 
the British peoples gave way grad- 


his successors. 


ually before the irresistible progress 
of Roman authority and_ influence. 
Thus the power of the Papacy con- 
tinued for many years to extend far 
and wide. But while the popes thus 
extended spiritual dominion 
over the barbarous races, they were 
themselves the political subjects of 
the Eastern Emperor, as the master 
of Italy. 
dependence was a necessary step in 


their 


To escape this inconvenient 


the development of the dominion of 
It was effected at last 
in the eighth century by the aid of a 
rising Western power, the so-called 
Holy Roman Empire. 

At this period the State sought the 
influence of the Church to assist in 
maintaining its authority, and the 
Church appealed to the State for aid 
against attacks from without ; and for 
the support of the Roman See in 
building up and spreading its ghostly 
dominion, each yielded to the request 
of the other. The Church rapidly ex- 
tended its power, and the ambition of 
priests conceived the idea of govern 
ing it after the model of the State. 


the Papacy. 


Rome must be the center of ecclesias- 
tical as well as of civil power. The 
State had its Czsar, the Church must 
have its Pope. Cesar had his gov- 


ernors of provinces; the Pope must 
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have his patriarchs. The governors 
of the provinces had their subordi- 
nates, and these again theirs; so the 
patriarchs had archbishops; 
these their bishops, and these their 
priests. As in the State all civil au- 
thority emanated from Cesar, and all 
disputes were finally referrable to 
him, so in the Church all ecclesiasti- 
cal authority emanated from the 
Pope, and he was made the final 
judge of all disputes. 


their 


During the chaotic confusion un- 
der the Caroligians, in the middle of 
the ninth century, a mysterious book 
made its appearance; the pseudo- 
[sidorian Decretals, which gave legal] 
expression to the popular opinion of 
the Papacy, raised and strengthened 
its power more other 
agency, 

According to the false decreta!s 
contained in this book, the clergy is 
a divinely instituted, consecrated and 
invincible caste, mediating between 
God and the people, as in the Jewish 
dispensation: 
the priests, sins against God. They 
are subject to no earthly tribunal, 
and responsible to God alone, who 
appointed them judges of men. Thx 
privileges of the priesthood culminat: 
in the episcopal dignity, and the epis- 
copal dignity culminates in the Pap- 
acy. The Cathedra Petri (the See of 
Peter) is the fountain of all power 
To-day the genuineness of that book 
is universally denied, even by Catho- 
lic historians. But the popes kept on 
increasing their power, presuming to 
add the temporal to the spiritual 
power, and becoming kings as well 
as popes. Such was the origin and 
the manner of the establishment of 
the primacy of the Roman Catholic 


Church. 


than any 


He who sins against 












But how different this procedure 
from that of the primitive Christian 
church. In vain the popes threatened 
humanity with excommunications, to 
compel them to believe that their sys- 
tem was of divine origin. Those peo- 
ple did not search the decretals of 
the Popes but the Word of God, and 
there they found the divine figure of 
the lowly Jesus, who came to minis- 
ter, not to be ministered to, and who 
said that his kingdom is not of this 
world. They found the apostles, 
also, whose object was to win the 
hearts of men to Jesus Christ by 
preaching the truth, rather than by 
fighting for titles and supremacy, and 
vielding to ambition for temporal do- 
inion. No, the people did not heed 
the lies of men because they found 
out the truth of God. That truth had 

been concealed in great measure 
rom the world just as it is hidden 
to-day from millions and millions of 
oman Catholics ; they still teach the 
eople that the Roman Church as it 

to-day, with all its manifest cor- 
iptions and perversions, with its 

‘nal tendencies and worldliness, is 
till the only Church that is of divine 
stitution. 

The Reformation of the sixteenth 
entury was not the work of a day, 
ut the result of causes that had been 
perating for centuries. The dawn of 
ie fourteenth century really marks 


ie beginning of the decline of the . 


apacy. 
Che Great Reformation was fruit 
ripened by centuries; only the man 
as wanting who could gather it. 
\nd God raised up that man, the 
onk, Martin Luther, the cham- 
ion of the Reformation, the instru- 
ent of Almighty God for the de- 
ery of His children in the Roman 
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Church from darkness and tyranny, 
to bring them into light and lib- 
erty; and, in doing this, to change 
the intellectual and political faces 
of the whole world. 


Luther was chosen by God, and ta- 
ken out of the very bosom of the Ro- 
man Church, he being an Augustinian 
monk. He had been ordained priest 
in 1507, and transferred to Wittem- 
berg the following year to be con- 
nected with the new university in that 
place. 

Being a scholarly man, he could 
easily see how the Roman Church 
could have gone so far astray from 
the simple teachings contained in the 
Word of God; his heart bled as he 
saw how that system had converted 
the religion of Christ into a mixture 
of Christianity and idolatry, in which 
God Himself and the saints, the Bible 
and human traditions, the mediation 
of Christ and of the Virgin Mary, 
prayers and ceremonies and penances 
were all of like authority and like ef- 
ficacy. He was deeply touched by 
that pitiful sight. 

In the year 1511 he was sent by his 
order on a mission to Rome. [t was 
while in the city of the Popes and in 
the performance of the supposed 
highly meritorious act of penance, 
the climbing on his knees of the 
twenty-eight steps of the Scala Santa, 
that his studies in the Bible and his 
past meditations on the subject of sal- 
vation were focused in a vivid im 
pression that the external penance in 
which he was engaged was unavail- 
ing as a means of justification before 
God. He seemed to realize the truth 
of the Scripture: ‘The just shall live 
by faith.” On his return to his post 
at Wittemberg, he lectured on the 
Epistles to the Romans and to the 
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Galatians, and there he saw, better 
than ever before, defined the simple 
doctrine of justification by faith; he 
had already formed his views on pen- 
ance and indulgences, and in the year 
1516 had even preached against the 
latter. Then came the Reformation. 

The people hated the tyranny and 
scandalous  worldliness of the 
Church, but they were taught that 
there was no other Church of God. 
They were in chains, bound hand and 
foot: their desires, their sighs, their 
efforts had always been as fruitless 
as those of the chosen people when 
slaves in Egypt. But when Luther, 
as a new Moses, appeared, when the 
Gospel of God was preached without 
fear or trembling, when they could see 
with their own eyes what had actual- 
ly come from God, and could distin- 
guish what had been invented by men 
and what had been really revealed by 
God, then humanity realized the pos- 
session of power that had been want- 
ing before—the strength to give up 
fables of 


men and go straight to the God of 


all the superstitions and 


love, to learn His will from the pure 


fountain of His revealed Word, and 
to adore Him in spirit and truth. The 
truth was known unto them, and the 
truth made them free. 

Why should not the same truth 
make free the nations of to-day, if 
they are still in spiritual darkness and 
Oh, if they could know 
that truth, as to what the Church was 


bondage? 


in the beginning, how different it 


would from 


appear the Roman 


Church of to-day! They would then 
clearly see how this Church has gone 
astray, even further than it had in 


the times of the Reformation. 


The Converted Catholic. 


One day I was listening to a 
priest’s address to the children of the 
Sunday school; he was talking of 
Protestantism. He said that Protest- 
antism was not worthy of any con- 
sideration because it was only a new 
religion, with a new name, and of a 
comparatively recent date, whereas 
Catholicism went back to the begin- 
ning of Christianity; and then he 
“Protestants vainly boast that 
their religion is the religion of their 


said: 


fathers; if they go to the graves, be- 
neath the remains of their fathers 
they will find the ashes of their fore- 
fathers, and these were Roman Cath- 
olics.” 

That struck me very forcibly then, 
because the light had not yet come 
upon me; and so the priests deceive 
the people by saying things like that. 
They call Protestantism new because 
it has a new name and is of compara- 
tively recent date; but they do not 
tell the people that the doctrines of 
the Reformation consist of the affirm- 
ation of the old doctrines revealed by 
Jesus Christ, and in the rejection of 
the new doctrines that had been in- 
troduced by men. The work of the 
Reformation restores humanity to the 
primitive Church, to the Church of 
the apostolic times, and delivers it 
from the corruptions of men and per- 
versions of the Word of God. 

But while the priests call the Pro- 
testant faith a new religion, how can 
they dare to say that their religion 
is as old as Christianity itself? Is 
it not now teaching several new 
what- 


dogmas of which no trace 


ever can be found in the early 


Did the 
Roman Church believe in the dogma 


centuries of Christianity? 





























of the papal infallibiiity as late as six- 
ty years ago? I have a document in 
my hands, a book, which has become 
a very rare one; it is the “Contro- 
versial Catechism; or, Protestantism 
Refuted and Catholicism Establish- 
ed,” by the Rev. Stephen Keenan, a 
learned Roman Catholic priest; that 
book had the approbation of the 
Church; it was first published in Ed- 
inburgh, Scotland, in 1846. There 
the question is asked: “Must not 
Catholics believe the Pope in himself 
to be infallible?’ The answer is: 
“This is a Protestant invention; it 
is no article of the Catholic faith; no 
decision of his can oblige, under pain 
of heresy, unless it be received by the 
teaching body—that is, by the bish- 
ops of the Church.” 

And yet there is a sense in which 
they are right to call the Protestant 
faith a new religion: because they 
have so badly adulterated and added 
to, and twisted, and corrupted the 
real religion of Christ, that if you 
show them the old _ religion as 
preached by the apostles and by Je- 
sus Christ Himself, they cannot rec- 

gnize it any more; they say it is 
something new on earth, 

Yes, let us go to the graves of our 
fathers: beneath their remains we 
shall find indeed the ashes of our 
forefathers, who were Roman Catho- 
lics, because they knew no better. 
But let us dig still further down, and 
we shall find the ashes of our ances- 
rs, who never heard of medals and 
ipulars, of confession and indul- 
gences, of purgatory and papal infal- 
bility; for none of these things 

vet been introduced into the 
Church. 

Let us again dig still further down, 

to the very bottoms of the graves, 
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and there we shall find the ashes of 
those who knew nothing of being 
either Romans or Greeks, they only 


knew that they were Christians, 
They heard the fishermen of Galilee 
preaching Christ; they believed in 
Him, and followed Him in the sim- 
plicity of the Gospel; they knew the 
truth and they were free, even when 
in chains; they were full of the love 
of God and they shed for Him their 
heart’s blood. Their Christ is our 
Christ; their faith and love are also 
our faith and love; and as they gave 
their lives in testimony of that faith 
so we, with the help of Almighty 
God, will never be false to Him, nor 
will we yield one step in the spiritual 
warfare. Love will give us strength; 
and if we persevere to the end we 
shall gain the crown of victory and 
glory. Amen. 





The Hon. C. R. Skinner. 


The article on the Lima, N. Y., 
school case by Counsellor De Witt 
Clinton Morrell, of this city, wilk 
attract attention. The Roman 
Catholic Church has lost its case, 
but it will renew its attacks on the 
public schools. By its political in- 
fluence the Hon. Charles R. Skin- 
ner has lost his position as Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction of 
the State of New York. This gen- 
tleman deserves well of the Amer- 
ican people and should be called 
into public life again. 

MR. SKINNER’S PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Charles R. Skinner is in the 
prime of life. He is a native of 
Oswego County, N. Y., and was 
educated in the public schools. 
After a course of study in the 


Mexico Academy he 


graduated 
from the Clinton Liberal Institute 
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and was appointed assistant post- 
master at Watertown, N. Y., where 
he has since made his home. After 
a successful connection with a New 
York business house he purchased 
an interest in the Watertown Daily 
Times and became the city edi- 
tor of that paper. He was a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education of 
Watertown from 1874 to 1883, and 
from 1877 to 1881 represented his 
county in the State Legislature. 
While in the Legislature he se- 
the enactment of the law 
which forbade the frequent changes 
in the text books used in the pub- 


cured 


lic schools. 

In 1881 
to Congress from his district and 
served four 


Mr. Skinner was elected 
years in Washington. 
There, as in the other public of- 
fices he held, he was distinguished 
The 
special delivery stamp law was his 
work. 


for his industry and capacity. 


He retired from Congress 
to resume his duties as an editor 
in Watertown. But his zeal for 
the public schools drew him again 
into public life. In 1886 he was 
appointed 
of Public Instruction of 
of New York, 


made supervisor of Teachers’ In- 


Deputy Superintendent 
the State 
and in 1892 was 
stitutes and Training Classes. 

In 1895 he was elected State Su- 
Public 
by vote of the Legislature, and was 
1898 and He 
would have been re-elected for the 


perintendent of Instruction 


re-elected in IQOL. 


present term but for the hostility 
of the Roman Church. The dis- 
credited Governor Odell yielded to 
the clamor of the hierarchy and 
sacrificed Mr. Skinner, the best Su- 
perintendent of Public Education 
the State of New York ever had. 
Charles R. Skinner should be 
called again into public life. 
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No Money for Roman Schools. 


A special Washington dispatch 
to the New York Globe—a staunch 
Republican paper—said, 
months ago: 

The hottest kind of fight is on 
in the House Committee on In- 
dian affairs over the bill of Repre- 
sentative Stephens, of Texas, 
which shuts off absolutely the giv- 
ing of Indian trust funds to the 
support of denominational schools, 
even on petitions signed by the 
Indians themselves. 

The question was an extremely 
live issue last winter, when it de- 
veloped that on order of President 
Roosevelt such funds were being 
applied in several cases to the sup- 
port of denominational schools. 

About $102,000 was secured in 
1904, the principal part going to 
Catholic schools the rest to 
Lutheran. Since that time, owing 
to opposition, only about $30,000 
has gone to denominational schools. 


some 


and 


The Stephens bill will have a 
hard struggle to get out of com- 
mittee. If it does it is said that 
the House will vote for it almost 
to a man. 


A strong lobby is here working 


against the measure, and in the 


committee some of the members 
are afraid to offend the adminis- 
tration by voting for the Stephens 
bill, and also fear church influences 
in the coming elections. 


If it be true that President 
Roosevelt and those in authority 
near him at the head of the na- 
tion’s affairs are really in favor of 
giving the public money to sup- 
port Roman Catholic schools, the 
sooner that fact is made univer- 
sally known the better—especially 
for Republicans. 











The Lima School Case. 


BY DE WITT C. MORRELL, COUNSELLOR- 
AT-LAW, NEW YORK. 


In the article in THE CONVERTED 
CaTHoLic for December, 1905, on 
the Lima School case, the contest 
of the Roman hierarchy to keep 
the “garb” in the common school 
at Lima, N. Y., in defiance of the 
civil power of the State, had left 
the “sister” in the Appellate Divis- 
ion of the Supreme Court, to which 
she had appealed from the trial 
court decision, allowing her a part, 
only, of her salary. 

The “garb” was got into this 
public school over thirty years ago 
through the hierarchy deceiving the 
Protestants of the school district; 
and the hierarchy have kept it 
there ever since by putting a sub- 
servient Roman Catholic majority 
at all school district meetings, by 
muzzling the press and boycotting 
and persecuting those few Protest- 
ants in the school district who re- 
fused to submit to the Pope run- 
ning their own school. In_ 1go2, 
however, Superintendent Skinner, 
on an appeal to him, ordered out 
the “garb,” and, the Roman trustee 
refusing to obey, stopped the col- 
lection of a school tax for the ‘“‘sis- 
ter’s” wages; the trustee thereupon 
locked up the schoolhouse, but 
Mr. Skinner opened the school him- 
self. For this the Roman hierarchy, 
with the aid of Governor Odell, 
drove Mr. Skinner from the De- 
partment of Education. 

Superintendent Skinner was sus- 
tained by the Appellate Division 
of the Court, which said, in part: 
The public schools are created and 
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conducted for the benefit of the 
whole people of the State, . . . 
a large proportion of the children 
of the State must be educated in 
these schools, if at all, . . . the 


children must be sent to school.” 
It recites the dress, vows, manner 
of life of the “sister,” the Roman 
Catholic prayers in the public 
school room, and says, “Then all 
through the school hours these 
teachers, in their peculiar ‘garb,’ 
with their peculiar modest man- 
ners and downcast eyes, were be- 
fore the children as object lessons 
of the Church and Order of which 
they were members.” The decision 
of the judges is admirable, not the 
least because it contains not a word 
of apology to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

The Court does not, however, 
hold the “garb” in the school un- 
constitutional. The Roman Church 
can put the “garb” back, whenever 
it elects'a subservient head to the 
Education Department. That Church 
had the political power to drive 
out the head that refused to obey 
her about the “garb;” she will, 
when she deems it expedient, en- 
deavor to elect a subservient head. 

Roman Catholic papers, ever since 
the decision, have contained scur- 
rilous abuse of Mr. Justice P. C. 
Williams, of Watertown, who wrote 
the opinion. If we would have our 
schools free from sectarian con- 
trol we must sustain faithful pub- 
lic servants. 

Then the “sister” appealed to the 
Court of Appeals and that Court 


has just affirmed the Appellate Di- 
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vision. It sustains Superintendent 
Skinner on two grounds: the “garb” 
is opposed to the general policy of 
the State; the Superintendent had 
general powers of regulation over 
the the 
which putting 


schools, 
the 


government of 
included out 
“garb.” 

The Court of Appeals does not 
refer to 


the question of constitu- 


tionality. It must never be forgot- 

ten that the that 
the constitutionality of 

“garb” holds it 

tional. 


only Court has 
passed on 
the to be constitu- 

The Court of Appeals closes with 
this humiliating apology to the Ro- 
Church: 


sult, however, | 


man “In reaching this re- 


do not wish to be 
understood as acquiescing in that 
part of the opinion below in which 
it that 

should never be permitted to teach 
in our public schools.’ 


is asserted ‘these sisters 


There is no 


reason, either in morals or law, 


why they. or any other qualified 


persons, should not be allowed thus 
to teach, whatever may be their re- 


ligious convictions, provided thev 


do not, by their acts, as teachers, 


inculcate any denominational doc- 


trine or tenet.” 
The “opinion below” expressly 
| 
said the “sister” wore the “garb;” 
so the Court seems to throw some- 
thing as a sop to the Roman hier- 
But the Roman Church, al- 


ways under the control of the Jes- 


archy. 


uit with his peculiar morality, is at 
work in a conspiracy to destroy the 
does 


constitution: hence it become 


a profound, vital ‘question of mor- 
als whether the educational author- 
the 


citizens of 


education 
the 


even if they 


ities should entrust 
future 


of the Re- 


public to the 


“sisters,” 
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The “sis- 
ters,” because of their secluded life, 


should doff the “garb.” 


are not fitted to teach in the public 
school; the people will not have 
such teachers; their religion should 
not be allowed in the public school. 

The Roman authorities, at Lima, 
have stated that the and 
“garb” case will go to the United 
States Supreme Court. 


“sister” 


Mr. Albert 
H. Stearns for capacity and faith- 
the Lima 
school in the face of unusual diffi- 
culties. 

The the 
the aggressive when the Appellate 


Great credit is due 


fulness as attorney for 


friends of schools took 
Division gave its decision. Through 
the indispensable aid of ex-Super- 
the 
discovered in the public schools at 
Al- 


against it 


intendent Skinner “garb” was 


Plattsburg, Ogdensburgh and 
legany, and complaint 
was made to the present Commis- 
He notified the 
authorities to 


sioner, Dr. Draper. 
respective school 
“take steps to have the practice dis- 
continued,” advising them that they 
would, otherwise, be excluded from 
their proportion of the common 
school fund. 

Just as at the Roman 
Church refused to let the “garb” be 
out. 


Board of 


Lima, 
taken The president of the 
Education of Plattsburg, 
in which there is a majority of Ro- 
man Catholics, the 
who complained to Commissioner 


wrote citizen 
Draper, “\What is the religious dress 
and in what schools is it worn?” 
That that the 
Roman Church purposes to defy 
the State. He told that the 
shape of the dress did not matter, 


question shows 


was 


nor any color, black or yellow; it 


was the “garb: and he was noti- 












fied that it was purposed to hold 
the school authorities personally lia- 
ble for public money which they 
paid the “sister.” 

Mr. Eugene Philbin, a Roman 
Catholic lawyer of this city, made 
this disgraceful request of the com- 
plainant to Commissioner Draper: 
“Inasmuch as the people did not 
care or seem to care about the garb 
in the school, why not let it re- 
main?” Such a little thing as the 
decisions of our Courts against the 
“garb,” and the uniform decisions 
of the Education Department 
against it for nearly thirty years, 
did not bother Mr. Philbin. 

Mr. Roosevelt, Governor 
of the State of New York, made 
this Mr. Philbin district attorney of 
this county, and Governor Odell has 
made him Regent, which position 
he now holds. Mr. Philbin 
that Commissioner 


when 


has 
stated Draper 
had notified him of the complaint 
against the 


the 


“garb” and had given 
name of the person 

Did Mr. Draper notify 
the Protestant Regents? 


him who 


made it. 


A prominent Roman Catholic, af- 
ter stating that he had been noti- 
fied through Mr. Draper’s office, in- 
nocently asked the complainant the 


names of the Plattsburg people 
who objected to the “garb.” That 


question also shows that the Roman 
Church has tried to “fix” those cit- 
At Lima, the 
Roman Church 
drove from his pulpit the minister 
who, as a citizen, made the com- 
plaint against the “garb” to Super- 
intendent Skinner. Two other cit- 
izens were so terrorized they with- 
drew from the contest. 


izens of Plattsburg. 


influence of the 
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A noble Christian woman, once a 
teacher in this Plattsburg school, 
says of it: “We teachers used to 
allow Catholic children who were 
studying -the catechism, to come to 
school late and excused them early. 
It was so ordered.” The Board 
of Education had, then, she said, 
become “a corrupt political ma- 
chine,” in the words of a member 
of the Board. One member of the 
Board was a French Canadian who 
could do no than write his 
He ran a grocery and sa- 
loon, but was a politician. 


more 
name, 


The Plattsburg Sentinel of Jan- 
uary 5, 1906, in a long article on 
the complaint against the “garb,” 
with the heading “An Attempt to 
Disrupt the School System, Resent 
Outside Interference,’ sustained 
the Roman Church in defying the 
State. “No resident of Platts- 
burg,” said that paper, “has made 
a complaint, and why any outsider 
should interfere is not apparent to 
the people of Plattsburg.” 

Not a word had that paper for 
enforcing the decisions of the Court 
and of the Education Department 
A Republic 


can not endure without a free press. 


against the “garb.” 

The “garb” must go, now, out of 
every school. 

Commissioner Draper has for the 
school year 1904-05 appropriated 
over ten thousand dollars of public 
money for sectarian schools, not- 
withstanding protests against a 
similar appropriation for the school 
year 1903-04, on the ground of con- 
stitutionality. These acts of his 
are as dangerous as is the “garb” 
in the schools. 
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ROMANISM SPIRITUAL PARASITISM. 


BY MRS. MARTHA C. M. FISHER, 


N that vastly interesting book 
by Prof. Henry Drummond, 
“Natural Law in the Spiritual 
World,” after treating of the 
tific 


scien- 
Type 


Says: 


Law of Conformity to 
in the animal kingdom, he 
“Now we are 


nearing a _ point 


where the spiritual analogy 


pears. It is a very wonderful an- 
alogy, so wonderful that one al- 
most hesitates to put it in words. 
But Nature is and it is 
her voice to which we listen. These 
lower phenomena of life she says 


reverent; 


There is an- 
other kind of Life of which science 
as yet has taken little cognizance. 
It builds 
up an organism into its own form. 
It is the Christ-Life. As the Bird- 


are but an allegory. 


It obeys the same laws. 


Life builds up a bird, the image 


of itself, so the Christ-Life builds 
up a Christ the image of Himself 
in the inward nature of man. When 
a man becomes a Christian the nat- 
ural process is this: The living 
Christ enters his soul. Develop- 
ment begins. The quickening Life 
upon the soul, assimilates 
surrounding elements, and begins 
to fashion it. According to the 
great Law of Conformity to Type 
this fashioning takes a_ specific 
form. It is that of the Artist who 
fashions. And all through Life 
this wonderful mystical, glorious, 
yet perfectly definite process goes 
on ‘until Christ be formed’ in it. 

Are there not vital proc- 
esses in the Spiritual as well as in 
the Natural World? In what 
terms does the New Testament de- 
scribe them? It is impossible that 


seizes 


ap- 
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their views of this great truth 
should have been as clear to the 
writers of the New Testament as 
science can make them now. They 
did not mean to be scientific—only 
to be accurate, and their fearless 
accuracy them _ scientific. 
What could be a more accurate ex- 
pression of the law of Conformity 
to Type than this: ‘Put on the new 
man which is renewed in knowledge 
after the image of Him that cre- 
ated him (Col. 3:9,10)? or this: 
‘We are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory’ (2d Cor. 
3:18)? And elsewhere we are ex- 
pressly told by the same writer 
that this Conformity is the end and 
goal of the Christian life. To work 
this Type in us is the whole pur- 
pose of God for man. ‘Whom He 
did foreknow He also did predes- 
tinate to be conformed to the im- 
age of His Son’” (Rom. 8:29). 

As,to man’s part in this great 
spiritual work the writer calls at- 
tention to the verse, “Work out 
your own salvation with fear and 
trembling ;” then, as though mis- 
conception was feared, he adds the 
complement, “For it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure.” 

The analogy is presented between 
Nature’s share and man’s share in 
maintaining this natural life. By 
far the larger part is done for us— 
the breathing, the secreting, the 
circulating of the blood, the build- 
ing up of the organism. And al- 
though the part which man plays is 
a minor part, yet, strange to say, 
it is not less essential to the well- 


made 











being of the whole. Man has to 
take food, and without that noth- 
ing could have been done. The in- 
itial act was his indicating that 
man has his own part to play. Let 
him choose life, let him daily nour- 
ish his soul; let him forever starve 
the old life; let him abide contin- 
uously as a living branch in the 
Vine, and the True-Vine Life will 
flow into his soul, assimilating, re- 
newing, conforming to Type ‘till 
Christ, _pledged by His own law, 
be formed in him. 

The Christian in his life aim is 
in strict line with Nature. 

Mark well also the splendor of 
this idea of salvation. It is not 
mere final “safety” to be forgiven 
sin, to evade the curse. It is not 
vaguely “to get to heaven.” It is 
to be conformed to the Image of 
the Son. It is for these poor ele- 
ments to attain to the Supreme 
Beauty. The organizing Life be- 
ing Eternal, so must this Beauty 
be immortal. Its progress toward 
the Immaculate is already guaran- 


teed. And more than all there is 
here fulfilled the sublimest of all 
prophesies; not Beauty alone but 


Unity is secured by the Type. 
Unity of man and man, God and 
man, God and Christ and man, till 
“all shall be one.” “And 
when Christ who is our life shall 
ippear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory.” 

In illustrating what Professor 
Drummond calls the Parasitic doc- 
trine of salvation, he takes as his 


first type the doctrine of the 


Church of Rome, of which he says 
that no more perfect or sad exam- 
ple exists than in the case of those 
illiterate thousands who, scattered 
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everywhere throughout the habit- 
able globe, swell the 
of the Church of Rome. 
The writer had been illustrating 
the evils of parasitism in the lower 
animal and plant life with the con- 
sequent degeneration: How injury 
to itself and wrong to others inev- 


lower ranks 





itably results from evading the 
great Law of Nature—the struggle 
for Life. Mere safety was here 
the object sought. In showing 


how Nature deals with such offen- 
ders a seaside dweller, the hermit- 
crab, has been under consideration 
and the fact clearly shown that 
the moment the creature took to 
relying on an external source it 


began to fall. It slowly lost in its 


own person all that was drawn 
from external aid. Severe degen- 
eration has resulted. A case of 


physiological _ back-sliding. The 
analogy is here presented in these 
words: “Had an organization been 
specially designed to induce the 
parasitic habit in the souls of men, 
nothing better suited to its disas- 
trous end could be established than 
the system of Roman Catholicism. 
Roman Catholicism offers to the 
molluscan shell. They 
have simply to shelter themselves 
within its pale, and they are ‘safe.’ 
But what is this ‘safe? It is an 
external safety—the safety of an 
institution. It is a salvation rec- 
ommended to men by all that ap- 
peals to the motives in most com- 
mon use with the most vulgar and 
the superstitious, but which has as 
little vital connection with the in- 
dividual soul as the dead whelk’s 
shell with the living Hermit. Sal- 
vation is a relation at once vital, 


personal and spiritual. 


masses a 


This is me- 
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chanical and purely external. And 
this is of course the final secret of 
its marvelous success and world- 
wide A cheap religion is 
the the human 
heart; and an assurance of salva- 


power. 
desideratum of 


tion at the smallest possible cost 
forms the tempting bait held out 
to a conscience-stricken world by 
the Romish Church. 
therefore, who have 
taught to use their 


Thousands, 
never been 
faculties in 
‘working out their own salvation,’ 
thousands who not exercise 


themselves religiously, and who yet 


will 


cannot be without the exercises of 
religion, entrust themselves in idle 
faith to that venerable - house of 
refuge which for centuries 
stood between God and man—shall 
it not still afford a sure asylum for 
any which would make its 
peace with God? So, as the Her- 
mit into the molluscan shell creeps, 
the poor soul within the pale of 
Rome, seeking like Adam in the 
garden to hide its nakedness from 
God. 


has 


soul 


“Why does the true lover of men 
restrain not his lips in warning his 
fellows against this and all other 
priestly religions? It is not be- 
cause he fails to see the prodigious 
energy of the Papal See, or to ap- 
preciate the many noble types of 
Christian manhood, nurtured with- 
in its pale. Nor is it because its 
teachers are often corrupt and its 
system of doctrine inadequate as a 
representation of Truth. But it is 
because it ministers falsely to the 
deepest need of man, reduces the 
end of religion to selfishness, and 
offers safety without spirituality. 

That its practical working 


is to induce in man, and in its 
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worst forms, the parasitic habits, 
is testified by results. 
has studied the religion of the 
Continent upon the spot, has 
failed to be impressed with the ap- 
palling spectacle of tens of thou- 
sands of unregenerate men shelter- 
ing themselves, as they conceive it 
for Eternity, behind the 
ments of Rome. 

“There is no stronger evidence 
of the inborn parasitic tendency in 
man in things religious than the 
absolute complacency with which 
even cultured men will hand over 
even their eternal interests to the 
care of a church.” 

We can never dismiss from mem- 
ory the sadness with which we once 
listened to the confession of a cer- 
tain foreign professor. “I used to 
be concerned about religion,” he 
said in substance, “but religion is 
a great subject. I was very busy; 
there was little time to settle it for 
myself. As a Protestant, my atten- 
tion was called to the Roman Cath- 
olic religion. It suited my case, 
and instead of dabbling in religion 
for myself I put myself in its hands. 
Once a_ year,’ he concluded, “I 
go to mass.” These were the words 
of one whose work will live in the 
history of his country; one, too, 
who knew all about parasitism. 
Yet, though he thought it not, this 
is parasitism in its worst and most 
degrading form. 


No one who 


Sacra- 


Now, in spite of 
its intellectual, not to say moral, 


sin, is this an extreme or excep- 
tional case? 
being duplicated every day in our 
own country, only here the confes- 


It is a case which is 


sion is expressed with candor, 
which is rare in company with ac- 
tions betraying so signally the 












want of it. He who abandons the 
personal search for truth abandons 
truth. The very word “truth,” by 
becoming the limited possession of 
a guild, ceases to have any mean- 
ing and faith which can only be 
founded on truth, gives way to 
credulity, losing sight of that deep- 
er faith which believes in the vast- 
ness and variety of the revelations 
of God, and their accessibility to 
all obedient hearts. 





Catholic Rites and Practices. 


In February the Editor of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC was invited 
to address the Sunday School class 
of the Forty-fourth Street Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of this city, 
and at his request the missionary 
prepared a series of questions to be 
answered in the course of the ad- 
dress. As, however, it was found 
that Pastor O’Connor could not be 
absent from the service at Christ’s 
Mission, he asked the Rev. Joseph 
Vital, of Yonkers, the former priest, 
now a zealous Methodist pastor 
and missionary, to take his place; 
and as several Italians attend the 
Sunday School, Mr. Vital was as- 
sured that his service on that occa- 
sion would be specially helpful. 

The following are the questions 
prepared by the deaconess of the 
church, and the Rev. Mr. Vital’s 
answers, which he kindly forward- 
ed to THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC: 

Will you speak of some of the 
extreme instances of doing penance 
in South America, Italy and other 
Roman Catholic countries? 

Those who belong to the secular 
clergy do not do much penance, 
except on special occasions, as 
Holy Week, retreats, mission days, 
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processions, etc. The regular cler- 
gy—the religious orders—do pen- 
ance regularly all the days or weeks 
of the year. In South America, 
Italy and other Catholic countries 
the acts of penance are the same. 
The details may be more or less 
cruel according to the people’s de- 
votion or fanaticism, but they are 
more cruel where the monastic or- 
ders have had greater power. The 
Roman Catholic system of doing 
penance originated in Buddhism, 
and came into the Roman form of 
Christianity through monachism. 
The Prophet Joel said to his hear- 
ers: “Rend your heart, and not 
your garments.” Moses _ forbade 
the Hebrews to tear their clothes, 
cut the flesh, pull the hair, sit on 
ashes or use dust for services of 
the dead, as the pagans did. Paul 
said to the gaoler, “Do thyself no 
harm” (Acts 16, 28); and to the 
Thessalonians, “May your spirit 
and soul and body be preserved 
entire” (I Thes. 5, 23). We find 
nothing in the Word of God to 
justify the least injury to our body. 
Fasting is counseled for the health 
of the body, and also for the well- 
being of the soul. 

The most common means of pen- 
ance are: The scourge of cord or 
iron with points, carrying in pro- 
cession heavy statues, the penitents 
barefoot and naked under a long 
white robe, their feet being made 
to bleed; putting a crown of thorns 
on the head, and eating off the 
floor. In this country you have 
Capuchins, Jesuits, Sisters of the 
Poor, St. Ursula Nuns, Christian 
Brothers, St. Anne devotees, etc., 
and I am sorry to say that man: 
boys and girls are given up to 
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them, and many Protestants are ig- 
norantly supporting these agents 
of superstition and idolatry. 

Please mention some of the ways 
by which devout Catholics try to 
reach Christ? 

By means of auricular confession, 
the intercession of the Virgin Mary, 


reciting the beads, wearing the 


scapular, medals, etc.,and devotion 


to St. Joseph and other saints; also 
by going around the fourteen stations 
of the cross as penance, and cele- 
brating holidays with fireworks and 
parades. Then their idea of reach- 
ing Christ is to partake of the waf- 
er, which is to swallow with great 
respect Christ’s body, soul and di- 
vinity. 

If Christ was 
his bodily form, would you eat him 
up just because you love him? 

No. True love is shown by keep- 
ing his commands, not men’s fool- 


now on earth in 


ish laws. 

Do the Roman Catholics here in 
New York have those false forms 
and beliefs? 

Yes. In New York you have 
shrines and processions of idols 
which would be forbidden in Italy. 
The Italians go barefooted to their 
and make noise like the 
pagans did. 

Are the majority of Italians Ro- 


shrines 


man Catholics? 
Never, 
however, take it for granted that 


They are nominally so. 


they are Romanists, and even if 


you are sure that they are, deal 
with them in such a will 
plainly show how preferable is the 


religion of Christ to the doctrines 


Way as 


of the popes or priests, and that 
you do not believe any mere man 
can be infallible or make a better 
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religion than the Gospel of Christ 
and His Apostles. Do not encour- 
age them to go to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. That would be crimi- 
nal. Call them to the Gospel. 

Please give some practical sug- 
gestions as to how best we, as 


Protestants, may reach them? 

By commodious chapels in good 
locations and zealous preachers, 
missionaries, deaconesses, Bible 
readers and other Christian work- 
ers. Good evangelists will be use- 
ful, but the Bible and especially the 
New Testament is the best of all. 
Personal kindness and sympathy 
with them will open the way to 
their hearts. Teach your Sunday 
School children our articles of faith 
on the subject, and drill them, drill 
them, drill them over again until 
they the community. 
Never be discouraged on account of 
apparent failure. Failure should not 
make you stop your work, but should 
give: you valuable experience for the 
future. You must overcome difficul 
ties and win. Use all honest means 
to attract children to church, but do 
not neglect to try to bring their par 
ents also to Christ by the Gospel mes 
sage. Get the whole family if you 
can. Study for two years the immi 


grant problem. 
All Protestants should take more 


personal interest in the conversion of 
Roman Catholics, and especially in the 


influence 


thousands of Italians who are now 
coming to this country. 

Please tell us why intelligent men 
and women do not see that it is not 
the best religion and forsake it? 

Persons otherwise intelligent are 
ignorant in religious matters. Som« 
people say: “I was taught so-and-so 
by my parents.” As a matter of fact 
they never learned anything; their 
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parents did not teach them anything. 
‘Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.” How can 
they have faith without the word of 
God? 


saken their religion, but have not sub- 


Millions of Catholics have for- 
stituted anything else for it. Some 
may forsake it for a time, and, not 
knowing anything better, will pretend 
to be Catholics and will hate the 
Protestant religion on account of im- 
perfect knowledge of it or false in- 
formation about it. Priests and nuns 
teach those whom they control, giving 
and malicious 


false misrepresenta- 


tions of the Protestant evangelical 
faith. 

Are not the Italians at heart Prot- 
estants? 


Only in the sense that they are 
against Popes and priests and their 
political power; but you cannot ex- 
pect them to be Protestants in our 
sense. Even some American Protest- 
ants are ignorant of their religion. If 
we want our glorious Protestantism, 
the pure and simple religion of Christ, 
without relics and idols, to be known 
and spread, we must work hard and 
fight the good fight of faith. A So- 
cialist, an Anarchist, a Republican, a 
theorist of any kind, will speak, write, 
fight and stir himself to obtain fol- 
lowers. The priests, the nuns and the 
Roman Catholics in general, and their 
organizations in particular, are work- 
ing to plant their superstition and 
power here. The religion of Christ 
and the Word of God are the only 
weapons that can be used to circum- 
vent their machinations and to pro- 
tect the liberties of our glorious Re- 
public. 


Rome and the Public Schools. 


The antagonism of the Roman 
Church to the public schools is well 
known. She has her best to 
drive the Bible out of these institu- 
tions, and where she has succeeded in 


done 


doing so she has afterwards turned 
round and ridiculed 
ground that they were atheistic and 
left the children without any instruc- 


them on the 


tion in religion or morality. 

Father Muller, a distinguished 
Redemptionist priest, in his book, 
“Public School 


ume of 415 pages, directed against 


Education,” a _ vol- 
the theory and the practice of our 
public schools, says (page 73): 

“We may, then, confidently assert 
that the defenders and upholders of 
public schools without religion seek 
in America, as well as in Europe, to 
turn the people into refined pagans. 

The object, then, of these 
godless, irreligious public schools, is 
to spread among the people the worst 
of religions, the no religion, the reli- 
gion which pleases most hardened 
adulterers and criminals—the religion 
of irrational animals. How far this 
diabolical science has succeeded is 
well known, for there are at pres- 
ent from twenty to twenty-five mil- 
lions of people in the United States 
who profess no distinctive religious 
belief.” 

Again, on page 78, we read: 

“Tf our public schools differ in any 
degree from the ancient heathen, it is 
to our greater shame and confusion, 
and to their advantage. They taught 
piety to ‘their gods’; we ignore the 
true God altogether, and bring the 
false gods of the heathens down to 
earth to be made the slaves and in- 
struments of our sensual gratifica- 
tions. Thus the mind of the child is, 
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and remains, a religious void; at least 
there is but a religious mist in his in- 
tellect. The child even unlearns, in 
the society of the school, whatever 
principles of religion he may- have 
learned from his parents.” 

On page 132 the writer says: “It is 
certain that all education which is not 
based on religion [Roman Catholic] 
is heathenish, and must prove de- 
structive in the end. It will destroy 
the very people whom it was expected 
to save. It will consume them as a 
fire. 

“Nor can it be otherwise; for what 
brought on the ‘Cities of the Plain’ 
the material fires of heaven? Or 
what were the sins and crimes of the 
Gentile nations that called forth the 
terrible chastisements predicted by the 
prophets? Why, the self-same pride, 
worldly-mindedness, ambition, sensu- 
ality and disregard of God and His 
laws, which is at this hour taught in 
the public schools. This, I am aware, 
is a grave charge, but it is made with 
all deliberation and sense of responsi- 
bility. Indeed the ancients were in 
many respects more excusable than we 
are.” Chapter X opens thus: 

“We have seen, so far, that the ir- 
religious, godless system of public 
schools tends directly to turn the 
youth of both sexes into the worst 
kind of infidels, to make them disre- 
gard good principles, and hold in- 
iquity in veneration; to do away, not 
only with all revealed religion, but 
even with the law of nature; to make 
them practice fraud, theft and rob- 
bery almost as a common trade; to 
make them regardless of their parents 
and of all divinely constituted author- 
ity; we have seen that this godless 
system of education is the most pow- 
erful means to create confusion, not 
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only in religion, but also in govern- 
ment and in the family circle; to in- 
crease the number of apostates, and 
make of these apostates members of 
such secret societies as aim at the 
overthrow of governments and _ all 
good order, and Christian religion it- 
self.” 


On page 180 we are told that “In 
all these [Roman Catholic and other 
denominational } schools the children 
are carefully trained in Christian prac- 
tices, prayers and religious duties, as 
well as taught a good, plain, practi- 
cal course of studies. In fact, they 
are truly educated ; while in the public 
schools they are simply instructed, as 
you might irrational animals, accord- 
ing to their instinct. The Jews also 


teach and bring up their children in 
the religion of their fathers, at their 
own expense; so that more than one- 
half are, fortunately for themselves, 
and fortunately for society, the good 
order and well-being of the State, edu- 
cated outside of immoral and danger- 


ous pest-houses.” 
Truly Rome 
school. 


hates the public 


A subscriber in Santa Fé, N. M., 
writes: “May the Lord abundantly 
bless you and yours and your labor of 
love. I hope before long to be able 
to place your Magazine in our peni- 
tentiary library, because over one- 
half the prison population are Span- 
ish-speaking Roman Catholics. We 
are not near ready for Statehood in 
any form, from an educational, reli- 
gious or any other standpoint, and will 
not be, under present conditions, for 
from twenty-five to fifty years. Sin- 
cerely, 1. &. We” 

A reader in West Virginia, in 
subscribing, says: “You have my 
prayers for your success in your God- 
called work. I prize your Magazine 
very highly. I can find more infor- 
mation in it in regard to the Roman 
Catholic Church than in any other 
publication that I can obtain. With 
brotherly love, 1 oo 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR, TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER III. 


A PEEP INTO AN INTERDICTED BOOK. 


A feverish cold caught by Geraldine the evening of her visit to the cot- 
tage prevented her from fulfilling her promised call for some time. Sir Her- 
bert, however, with his usual kindness of heart, sent a liberal present to the 
poor widow by means of Mr. Murray; and in consequence of his remon- 
strances with the farmer, the cottage was placed in a fair state of repair. 
Geraldine’s mind was thus satisfied as to the future comfort of its inmates, 
but she brooded over her conversation with Mrs, O’Brien, and became 
strongly convinced that there was some secret source of happiness to be 
found in the Bible, of which she was determined, if possible, to become the 
possessor. Taking advantage of the first favorable opportunity, she eagerly 
bent her steps to the cottage, which she was pleased to find greatly im- 
proved. A hearty welcome greeted her from the widow. 

“A hundred thousand welcomes! I wonder yer ladyship knew the old 
cabin, it’s fixed up so grand entirely. God bless his honor for his good- 
ness to the poor widow and orphans. Look how rale snug we are now. 
Norah and I have a beautiful cup of tay every day now; and God bless 
you, miss, too, for it’s you that spoke for us to his honor. May God bless 
you for it, darlint!” 

“IT am very glad you are more comfortable,” said her visitor; “but 
you are alone. What has become of your grandchildren?” 

“Pat is at school, alana; and Norah has gone to the minister’s lady for 
some soup and physic she promised her. She’s a good, kind lady, but 
poorly in health, else she’d come and see us; but himself can’t be bate for 
kindness and goodness.” 


“Does he often visit you?” 

“Generally once a week, and never a time he comes but he cheers up 
my ould heart with his Christian talk. There’s not the likes of him and 
Mrs. Murray in the country, barrin’ his honor at the Castle. As long as 
the poor lady had health, she and Miss Annie used to go about the parish 
among the poor; and they niver minded carryin’ the jug of tay, or the can 
of soup, to a sick body. I have known the mistress stay up all night with a 
servant that took sick. And didn’t she, with her own two hands, dress 
Peggy Doolin’s scaldel leg, and Harry Neal’s finger when he got a bad cut, 
just as good as any doctor; but old Nelly’s tongue would fail to tell the 
goodness of her and the minister.” 

“Does Miss Murray often come to see you?” 

“Ah, poor lamb! She died two years ago of a decline. She was the 
sweetest craythur you ever laid eyes on. You remind me greatly of her. 
You have her beautiful eyes and hair, and sweet loving looks. She was only 
sick a few weeks. The poor mistress wouldn’t believe she was so bad, and 


I think the loss of her broke the poor mother’s heart, for she’s been ailin’ 
ever since.” 
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‘How did Mr. Murray bear the loss?” 

‘Beautiful, miss. I wasn’t able to go to the funeral, for I fretted so 
much I took to the bed the day the dear child died. A few days afther, who 
should come to see me but the poor, dear masther himself. He axed me 
how I was, just as kind as if he was thinkin’ of nothin’ else; and when he 
saw my grief about Miss Annie, he read such comfortin’ words out of the 
Bible about bein’ with Jesus, and prayed such a beautiful prayer that God 
would lead us to tread in the dear child’s steps, and would fill our poor, 
desolate hearts more and more with His blessed Spirit, that I felt quite 
comforted.” 

‘What book is that,” inquired Geraldine, pointing to a small volume 
lying on the bed quilt. 

“It’s the Bible, honey,” answered the widow, handing it to her visitor. 
“Dear Miss Annie gave it to Norah just before she died.” 

Geraldine eagerly took the Book, and glanced over its contents, till her 
attention was arrested by a passage marked in red ink, which she silently 
perused, and then exclaimed, in much perplexity: 

‘What can this possibly mean? ‘Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life’ ” (John iv. 13, 14). 

“Those were the words of the blessed Lord Himself, and if you will 
read from the beginning of the chapter, darlint, you will see what they mean, 
better than the likes of me can tell you.” 

Geraldine slowly and carefully read aloud the story of the Samaritan 
woman, observing, when she had concluded, that though the narrative was 
most interesting, she felt just as perplexed as before regarding the meaning 
of the verse she had first read. 

“T am but a poor, ignorant woman,” said the widow, “and have no book 
larnin’, but I have heard the minister say that that water was the Hol\ 
Spirit God puts into the heart to give us comfort within. Because, ye see, 
honey, if our comfort was only from without, what would become of the 
poor and sick like me? Thanks be to God!” she continued, reverently look 
ing upward, and clasping her withered hands, “I have found that blessed 
fountain, and drank that living water, and it fills my poor heart with a joy 
and peace that abides there, no matter what happens to this poor body; and 
sure, miss, such comfort can only come from God’s Holy Spirit!” 

“IT never heard that before,” said Geraldine thoughtfully. “Of course. 
I know that the Holy Ghost is the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, but 
that He should live in people is quite new to me. It must be a wonderful 
thing to be kept.in such peace and contentment. I am often discontented, 
I know, though I have so many comforts. Are you sure, Mrs. O’Brien, that 
you are not under a delusion about this?” 

“I do not know, honey, what a delusion means; but I know this for 
sartin’, that there is no mistake about what I told you. If his honor at th 


Castle wouldn’t break his word, sure you wouldn’t have me doubt the word 
of the living God?” 
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“Oh, surely not!” hastily exclaimed her visitor. “But where does He 
promise this peace, Mrs. O’Brien? Is it in this Book?” 

“It is, dear,” answered the widow earnestly. “If the minister or Norah 
were here, they would soon show you the places, but I can’t read a word.” 

“And I,” remarked Geraldine, looking at her watch, ‘ 
longer; and I may not be able to come again for some little time, as I go 
out a good deal with papa since my brother left home, and he likes to have 
me with him; but I certainly would like to know the meaning of that passage 
about the living. water.” 

“Well, dear, perhaps you won’t mind takin’ the lend of the Book, and 
findin’ it out for yourself. I know Norah (fond as she is of it) won't be- 
grudge it to you for a little while. Pat has an old Testament that will do us 
to read night and mornin’. I know you'll care it well, for Norah sets great 
store on it; and may the good Lord bless it to your soul’s good, mavourneen.” 

“Thank you, Mrs, O’Brien,” replied Geraldine eagerly, as she took the 
Bible, and carefully hid it in her dress. Bidding the widow adieu, she went 


‘cannot wait any 


home, longing for evening that she might pore over its contents in secret. 
Hour after hour passed that night in the close and intensely earnest perusal 
of the Holy Book, till the expiring lamp put an end to her studies, and com- 
pelled her to retire to rest. But no sleep visited her eyes. Her mind was 
a chaos of wonder, admiration and perplexity. A mine of untold wealth 
had, as it were, suddenly opened under her feet, and her soul thirsted 
after that hidden treasure. She firmly resolved to devote every spare 
moment to the study of this wonderful Book, and to discover, if possible, 
the secret of its prohibition by the priest. The following day it seemed to 
her as if Providence favored the execution of her plan, her father being 
summoned to London upon business, which was likely to detain him some 
weeks, thereby affording her greater leisure and opportunity for private 
study. 

Those who have been familiar with the Scriptures from their childhood 
can form a very inadequate idea of the effect produced by its contents on 
the mind of one who, like Geraldine De Lisle, reads: them for the first time 
intelligently and enquiringly. It needed no theological arguments to con- 
vince her of their authenticity and Divine inspiration. She felt in her inmost 
soul that this Book was “indeed the Word of God,” and in a child-like, teach- 
able spirit, searched diligently for the truth, regardless of the consequences 
in which she might be thereby involved. Occasionally she met with pas- 
sages with which she was already familiar in her prayer-book. These con- 


firmed her belief in the authenticity of the sacred volume, and increased her 
amazement at its prohibition by the priests. 


By-and-by, as she continued her studies, a new light broke in upon her 
mind, and changed entirely many preconceived opinions. She had been 
taught from her youth to look upon God as a stern and implacable Judge, 
mly to be propitiated by endless penances and austerities. True, she had 
also learned from her creed, that His Blessed Son had suffered on the cross 
for man’s redemption; but this sacrifice, she was emphatically told by the 
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confessor, would be of no avail whatever for her soul’s salvation, unless sup- 
plemented on her part by auricular confession and penances, and so forth, 
before death, and purgatorial pains after death. Furthermore, that the favor 
of God must be obtained through the intercession of saints, angels, and, 
above all, that of the “Blessed Virgin,” whose mediation as “Queen of 
Heaven” was all potent with her Blessed Son. But now she read in God’s 
Holy Word that He was “gracious” and “merciful,” “long-suffering,” and 
of “great kindness,” “reconciled to us by the death of His Son,” and wel- 
coming with open arms the returning prodigal; that He had “loved us with 
an everlasting love,” even to sending His well-beloved Son to die for us. 
Could she, then, still doubt or mistrust Him? Her whole nature revolted 
against the ungrateful thought, and her fear gave place to love. She found 
that the sacrifice the Lord Jesus has made for sin was full, perfect and ever- 
lasting, free to all who would lay hold of it by faith; good works being the 
fruits of faith, and only acceptable to God as marks of gratitude. She learned 
that the Lord Jesus had not only “put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” 
on the cross, but was “Our Great High Priest” at the right hand of God, 
“ever living to make intercession for us,” the “One Mediator between God 
and man.” As Geraldine received these glorious truths by faith into her 
heart, she felt no longer surprised at the tenacity with which old Nelly and 
her son had clung to the blessed volume. 

While Geraldine was thus engressed with these Scriptural studies, the 
other members of the family were occupied in making preparations for the 
approaching religious profession of her sister. A convent had been selected 
for Agnes in one of the northern counties of England. Thither Lady De 
Lisle had decided to accompany her daughter, along with the confessor, as 
soon as Sir Herbert should return home. He had declined to be present 
at a ceremonial which had ever been repugnant to his generous nature, 
though, as a member of the Roman Catholic communion, he felt powerless 
to interfere with the deliberate choice of his daughter, in a matter which 
was considered by the Church essential to her soul’s salvation. Dedicated 
to the cloister from her infancy by the inflexible determination of her mother 
and Father Adrian, and being naturally of a reserved and morose disposition, 
Agnes had never, even in childhood, joined in the sports of her brother and 
sister. She kept herself aloof from any society but that of her mother and 
the confessor, practising diligently the self-denial and austerities enjoined 
by him as a suitable preparation for the abnegation of all earthly ties, which, 
on assuming the veil, she would pledge herself to renounce for ever. Being 
continually held up to admiration as the future “saint” of the family, spiritual 
pride had added considerably to the unattractiveness of her natural demeanor. 
She constantly treated Geraldine with contempt, and so chilled and repelled 
her natural affection, that it was almost a relief to the warm-hearted girl 
when the time of her sister’s noviciate drew nigh, believing that Agnes would 
thereby attain her highest aspirations. But the evening before her depar- 
ture, Geraldine made a discovery which filled her heart with the deepest pity 


and distress. 
(To be continued.) 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 
SIXTH SERIES. 
XXXVI. 


New York, May, 1906. 
The great earthquake in San Francisco last month and the dev- 
astating fire that laid the beautiful city in ruins have aroused the deepest 
sympathy in the hearts of the American people, and this sympathy has 
been manifested on a magnificent scale by contributions of money and 
supplies for the relief of the stricken inhabitants of the Pacific Coast. Com- 
mercial bodies, private individuals and Protestant Churches have been 
rivals in the noble effort to succor the distressed. But I fail to perceive 
in the reports of the contributions any reference to the action of your 
Church in suggesting relief for the people of San Francisco. You and the 
other bishops have appealed to your own people for the rebuilding of the 
church edifices and other Roman Catholic institutions, knowing by expe- 
rience that the contributions of Protestants and citizens generally would 
be dispensed for the relief of all. Protestants have the money, you say, 
and they will heed the cry of the suffering and needy. But we must 
build our cathedrals and churches and convents and monasteries as object 
iessons of our faith. As residents of the United States, though native 
born, many of them, the Roman Catholics, are still “strangers and for- 
eigners,” not only of the household of faith wherein all Protestant Chris- 
tians dwell, but to American ideas and American principles and progress. 
The American people would like to forget the “things that are behind” 
regarding your Church, and help you on to the “things that are before” 
in the progress and development of our country. But while you are 
Roman Catholics, subservient to the reactionary ideas of the Vatican, 
there is no hope of your amalgamation with the people and principles 
of this Republic. I wish I could perceive a tendency in this direc- 
tion. But I cannot. Only a few days ago Archbishop Ireland, who has 
been posing as a “liberal American prelate,” declared that American 
Catholicism was loyalty to the Pope. I quote the statement in a despatch 
to the New York Herald from Rome, April 28: 


As was expected, the dinner given by the American Ambassador, Mr. 
White, to Archbishop Ireland, at which four Cardinals were guests, has 
caused some stir. The Giornale d'Italia to-day interviewed Archbishop 
lreland, who said: 


Sir: 


“Mr. White, who has honored me with his friendship, invited me on 
\Vednesday to a private dinner.” 


Being asked if Americanism is not the modern tendency of Catholi- 
cism in America, Archbishop Ireland said: “That is a mistake. Amer- 
ican Catholicism is neither modern nor ancient. It is loyalty to the Pope.” 

Ambassador White had invited four Cardinals to meet Archbishop 
Ireland at dinner, and it was generally understood that their acceptance 
Was a recognition of the favorable consideration of the interests of the 
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Roman Catholic Church by the United States Government. How much 
or how far, therefore, has the Church been “Americanized,” was a natural 
inquiry at Rome. It is not Americanized one particle, declared Ireland. 
“American Catholicism is loyalty to the Pope.” He never made such a 
declaration in this country. He could not pose as an “American” if he did. 
3ut as a Roman Catholic he could not, he dared not, say otherwise in 
Rome. If he had made a declaration of Americanism, that is, of freedom 
and independence, he would not be allowed to return to this country; he 
would have been detained in Rome virtually a prisoner for an indefinite 
period. “Loyalty to the Pope” is the keynote of American Catholicism ; 
hence you are all strangers and foreigners to American ideas. 

Why are you and Archbishop Ireland and other “liberal” Catholics 
two-faced in the expression of your sentiments regarding your Church? 
Here you pose as free citizens of our great Republic. In Rome you are 
“loyal to the Pope.” Why? It would not be in good taste to hurl epi- 
thets at you and say you are cowardly, hypocritical, etc. But facts are 
stubborn things, and the logic of your double-dealing is that you are 
afraid to express your sentiments. You would be Americans if you could. 
sut you cannot without incurring penalties that would consign you to 
private life. A word from the Pope could deprive you and Ireland and 
the other prelates of all dignities, honors and emoluments you now enjoy. 

And the Pope is no more free than you are. He is afraid of the 
Jesuits. Who are the Jesuits? A well-informed Roman Catholic writer 
has told us in a recent communication to the press. This writer, “Mar- 


quise de Fontenoy,” is the compiler of a syndicate letter that appears in 
many of our daily papers every week or so. In the New York Tribu 
if April 23, 1906, this writer thus refers to the death of the General 
he Jesuits. 


Father Martin, the General of the Jesuits, who has just died of can- 
cer of the breast, was far from being the imperious Spaniard, curt of 
speech, intolerant of contradiction and bubbling with energy, described 
by his portrayers. Nothing could be further from the truth. He was the 
picture of pathetic humility and submission. He would even seek refug' 
in tears when too hard pressed. But he would never yield, and he could 
never be induced to do what he did not want. It does not seem to b¢ 
generally known that, if he made his headquarters at Florence rather than 
at Rome, it was not from choice. For a strict Italian law explicit! 
prohibits the General of the Jesuits from making his headquarters at 
Rome. In 1871 a series of statutes were passed dealing with the various 
religious orders. These laws, limiting the number of resident members 
of religious orders in the metropolitan province of Rome and in the Eter- 
nal City, authorized each of them to have its headquarters there. There 
was only one exception made, namely, in the case of the Order of Jesuits 
The law permitted the order to have its representatives and a branch e- 
tablishment at Rome, but not its headquarters, and it was expressly stip- 
ulated that the general of the order should make his permanent residence 
elsewhere than in the Eternal City. The Italian government evidently 
considered that it had quite enough on its hands with a White Pope 
Rome, without having there the almost equally powerful Black Pope 
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which is the nickname given to the General of the Jesuits, on account of 
the fact that he is always garbed in black, whereas the Pontiff wears white. 


In a subsequent letter we have this curious and startling sketch of 
the Jesuits and their powerful affiliations: 


NOBLES IN THE ORDER OF THE JESUITS. 


Many of the most aristocratic names of England, France, Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Spain and even of Russia are to be found on the official 
roster of the Order of the Jesuits, which, although its ranks include some 
brilliant men of humble birth, is for the most part composed of priests 
who are at the same time accomplished men of the world. The publicly 
acknowledged membership numbers about eighteen thousand, and in ad- 
dition thereto there are many priests, prelates and laymen who are affiliat- 
ed with the order. Moreover, as nearly all the best and highest forms of 
Roman Catholic education in Europe are in the hands of the Jesuits, it 
follows that not only most of the members of the Catholic aristocracy of 
the Old World, but also the scions of the Catholic reigning houses, have 
received their scholastic training from the Jesuits. From this it will be 
seen how extensive and far-reaching is the influence which the order is 
able to exercise. 

It is the one order of all others which the republic of France regards 
as a danger to its regime, for it looks upon the Jesuits in France as the 
brains of the movement for the monarchical restoration, and as so strongly 
identified with the cause of monarchy and aristocracy that its principal 
animosity is directed against the society. 

In referring the other day in these letters to the death of the general 
of the order, namely, Father Martin, I mentioned that by the terms of the 
Italian law of 1871 the Jesuits alone of all the various religious orders are 
forbidden to maintain headquarters at Rome. This law has, however, 
since the accession of the present King, been more honored in the breach 
than in the observance, and, although a short time ago the Prime Minister 
declared in the chambers that he had no official cognizance of the pres- 
ence of the headquarters of the society at Rome or of the residence of the 
general and of his principal assistants in the Eternal City, yet the fact re- 
mains that the order is now directed from the so-called Germanic College 
at Rome, which is a Jesuit scholastic institution. 


CABINET OF THE GENERAL OF THE ORDER. 


No successor has as yet been elected to Father Martin, and the so- 
called “assistant” of Italy has been appointed vicar general or acting gen- 
‘ral until the definite election of the supreme chief of the Society of Jesus 
takes place. The general’s bureau—if I may be allowed to use the ex- 
pression—has five chief lieutenants, who are styled assistants, one for 
Italy, another for Spain, a third for France, the fourth for Germany and 
the fifth for England. They may be described as the cabinet ministers of 
the general. Besides these there is a priest, with the rank of assistant, 
who is styled the admonitor, and whose business it is to subject to crit- 
icism the various acts and measures, not merely of the assistant, but even 
of the general himself. Then there are ten priests, who are styled sec- 
tetaries general. 

It is claimed, though not officially admitted, that within this circle 
ere is a species of Council of Ten, somewhat similar to that which 
ielded so great occult power at Venice in the days when it was a re- 
public. It is understood that the general, the assistants, the admonitor 
and three of the most important of the secretaries form part thereof. 
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As to the resources of the Jesuit Order, no one has the slightest no- 
tion of their extent, for their property is held largely in the names of 
laymen, who are not openly affiliated with the society. But for several 
centuries past it has been in receipt of the most generous gifts and be- 
quests, and its finances are managed with wonderful cleverness, the order 


controlling entire industries and steamship lines in Southern Europe. 


What that writer says of the Jesuits is true. 
which I have emphasized rather startling? 


Is Archbishop Ireland one? 


Is not the sentence 
Are you a Jesuit, Cardinal? 


And will you and the other prelates and 


politicians endeavor to make President Roosevelt an “affiliated member” 


of the order? 


Yours truly, 


James A. O’Connor. 


Oo 


THE,CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


Specially designed for the enlightenment of 
Roman Catholics and their conversion 
to Evangelical Christianity. 


JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PUvBLIsHER, 
138 West 97th St., New York. 
Subscription, per Year 


Entered at the Post Office, New York, as second- 
class matter. 


A New Departure and a Step 
in Advance. 


A most important step in the 
work of Christ’s Mission was taken 
last month when the building on 
West Twenty-first street, New 
York, was sold, and the Sunday 
services transferred to Masonic 
Temple, Sixth avenue and Twenty- 
third street. For ten years—1881 
to 1891—the Reformed Catholic 
services were held in Masonic Tem- 
ple. In the latter year the house 
on Twenty-first street was pur- 
chased for the work of Christ’s 
Mission, and there the meetings 
and conferences were held contin- 
ually until last month. The build- 
ing was also used as a residence 
for the workers and a home for 
priests who desired to leave the 
Roman Catholic Church on relig- 
ious grounds and had no other place 
to go to. Since this work was com- 
menced in 1879, 115 priests have 
been received out of the Roman 
Catholic Church and welcomed into 


the Protestant faith, and many 
thousands of Catholics have been 
brought into the fellowship of 
Christians of all denominations, out 
of the darkness and superstition of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

The new departure in the work 
of Christ’s Mission is a step in ad- 
vance. The old building is given 
over to business, like many other 
houses now in that street; and the 
present house has been taken for 
one year, until a new building for 
the permanent home of Christ’s 
Mission is established in a more 
central part of the city. We can 
not indicate now the location of the 
new Christ’s Mission, as our friends 
the enemy would throw obstacles 
in our way if they knew where we 
intended to settle. The present 
house, No. 138 West Ninety-sev- 
enth street, will be devoted to the 
work of Christ’s Mission precisely 
in the same way that the old build- 
ing was used. 

We ask all the friends of the 
work to pray for the divine guid- 
ance in the work of the Mission 
and in the establishment of a per- 
manent headquarters. 


Christ’s Mission Work. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized 
in the City of New York, the sum of $ 
to be applied to the uses and purposes of said Mission 
All communications can be addressed to 
—- A, O’Connor, Secretary of the 
oard of Trustees, at the Mission House, 
138 West 97th St., New York, 








